Both humans and Sseagrass share a preference
Lor coastal locatons. Urban and rural coastal
development s placms our marne coastal

ecosystems under pressure.

Even under water, the survival
0k seagrass s determined
largely by the availlability of
light which s essential for.w
photosynthesis. This basic requirement 15
being threatened by coastal development.

e INCREASED TURBIDITY (suspended sediments)

= caused by: urban run=£X, land clearing, boating,
k. . oven-srazins. dreds'\ns. bush Kires, trawlins. and
- . storm run—okXk.
"/ 1Intense storms and cyclones can reduce water
clarity, shikt sediments and uproot plants causing

ok more ntense and frequent storms associated
p,. __+ vith global warming suggest that the effect on
- gL seagrass will be increasingly signikicant.

R i g - caused by: nutrient rich run—-o<< Srom
gardens, sewverage and \ndustrial and
agricultural areas.

4 High nutrient levels can also promote
., oW excessive epiphytic growth on seagrass
.' ,_ _ Blue-green algae species, Lyngbya majuscula smothering ‘eaves Vh.\Ch .\nh.‘b'\ts Photosynthes"s.

.~ | seagrass species, Halodule uninervis and Halopila ovalis.
i

Following an acute impact, many seagrass species can take several years
or even decades to recover. Some species will never be able to re-establish.
Human activity must be managed to prevent such impacts.
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