= There are many ways you can help: don't
| litter; be aware when applying fertilizers and
pesticides, as excess amounts can wash

boating, slow down and avoid shallow areas;

about these special marine habitats and
volunteer to monitor their health by joining
| Seagrass-Watch.

Seagrass-Watch: Global Seagrass Observing

© Network monitoring efforts are vital to assist
_' - with tracking global patterns in seagrass

- health, and assess the human impacts which
have the potential to destroy or degrade

Tar? T ol e O - these coastal ecosystems and decrease their
o, ¥ e St @ yield of natural resources.

T ST R + | To protect valuable seagrass meadows,
"5 S . everyone must work together.
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About Us

Seagrass-Watch (est. 1998), a not-for-profit PO BOX 4

organisation highly recognised for its scientific Clifton Beach. QLD 4879
rigour, is one of the largest long-term seagrass admin@seagrasswatch.org
observing networks globally (Global Seagrass

Observing Network). www.seagrasswatch.org

More than 25 countries participate in the
Global Seagrass Observing Network (GSON),
monitoring & researching the status and trends
in seagrass condition.

The GSON involves communities and groups
who are interested/concerned about the
health of |local seagrass and fosters
collaboration/partnerships among community
members, scientists, and environmental
practitioners.

. down gutters and drain into the ocean: when

support marine conservation initiatives; learn
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= Roebuck Bay
g seagrass

-system formmg.e : enswe meadows n tha N
lower intertidal areas, particularly inthe

-~ northern Bay. Dugongs and green turtles use

" the bay as a feeding and migration transit
‘area. Roebuck_Bay is also a major nursery for

Importance

Seagrass is one of the most productive ‘,
natural ecosystems globally. Seagrasses
are as impoartant as forests in storing

£

£ Seagrasses are the on!y marine ‘For the Yawu ru tradltlonal owners of -

flowering plant. There are ' (3 Zad'd ; ; e Roebuc‘k Bay the Bay.is of fmmense cultural
-.appmmmate[y 60 seagrass species : g e B - o

(possibly 72) globally that belong to four
major groups. Seagrasses are not
‘Seaweeds. Seaweed is the common
rame for algae:

Seagrass occupy less than 0.2% of the

world’s oceans, but are responsible for X i 3 £ *

more than 10% of all carbon in ocean % A ; ' L0 dr@_?
sediments annually. T = and Uther Splriutu.al al“lti * u 3

The extensive seagrass me

Seagrass live in sheltered coastal waters, =
undergo-pollinatio iles erged . ¢ d
ndergo pollination while submerg e | acting as nutrient sinks, _ e | northern regions of Roebuck‘ﬁay

Seagrasses improve water quality by

;andicomplete their entire life cycle

partrt:ularly in t'vh' 'Town Beach area. are
A ciiare T grom. muciphkeland buffering/filtering nutrient/chemical !

inputs to the marine environment. They dominaf‘ed by Halophila ovcf.-s and

¥ grasses, with extensive below ground S Hm’.ea’ufe umner»‘*‘is The most vigorous
$ Iso st S 5 5 B
. thizomes or ruhners Plantsﬁ m small :V;tseigyloenmanne Rlime D Laig Tiriog N i

patches that develop into large ' o B e S t ¢ e ased for less than
_contmuous meadows. These meadows Seagrasses provide food and shelter for 5 y ? Bt l's.-at low tuc_l.e:

‘ma nsist of éne or many species fe > :
: ek A "B many organisms including Seaturtles .
~#3 within one |location. A
g _ and dugongs.
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