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I Dhimurru IPA

Yolnu Wanga Watangu

The Yolnu people are the Custodians and
Traditional Owners of land and sea estates in the
Gove Peninsula region of North East Arnhem Land
in the Northern Territory.

In 2000. the Yolnu in North East Arnhem
announced the dedication of some 101,000
hectares of land (92.000 ha) and marine (9.000
ha) estate surrounding the Gove Peninsula for
inclusion in the Dhimurru Aboriginal Corporation
Indigenous Protected Area (IPA). It was the first
IPA in Australia to include both land and sea.

In April 2013, Yolnu Wanga Watangu (Traditional
Owners) formally dedicated additional areas of
their land and sea country to the Dhimurru IPA,
which included sea country extending 40km out
to sea from the coastline.

Dhimurru |IPA sea country covers 432,596
hectares, and is managed by the Dhimurru
Aboriginal Corporation; an indigenous community
based natural and cultural resource management
agency. The sustainable management of
Dhimurru sea country in which the Yolngu
custodians' rights and responsibilities and
interests are recognised and respected is the
Dhimurru Aboriginal Corparations highest
priority.

Sea Countr)_f

To date, six seagrass species have been reported
from the Dhimurru IPA sea country, including:
Enhalus acoroides: Halophila decipiens:
Halophila minor: Halophila ovalis; Halodule
uninervis; Halodule pinifolia.

Most species in the region are classified as
colonising or opportunistic, capable of rapid
recovery from losses due to fast asexual growth
rates and capacity for generating large seed
banks. No seagrass species are listed as
Endangered, Vulnerable, Near Threatened or Data
Deficient under the IUCN Red List criteria.

Proceedings of a workshop for monitoring seagrass in Dhimurru Sea Country, Nhulunbuy. Northern
Tertitory, 12-14 February 2025 (Seagrass-Watch HQ. Clifton Beachl 50pp. [53Mb]



