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Solomon Is. seagrasses

Most seagrasses in the Solomon Islands occur in
waters shallower than 10 m. These meadows can
either be monospecific or contain a diverse range
of species, with as many as six different species
found in one location. Ten species of seagrass are
confirmed from the Solomon Islands. The
dominant species throughout the islands are
Enhalus Gcoroides and Thalassia hemprichii.

\/\ = leaftip rounded with smooth edge
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o leaf 2-4mm wide with 9-15 parallel veins

» leaf sheath scars continuous around stem

« old sheaths forming a fibrous mass at the
base of each shoot

/ Cymoducea serrulata
i leaf tip rounded with serrated edge

» |eaf 4-9mm wide with 13-17 parallel veins

« leaf sheath broadly flat and triangular. not
fibrous

+ leaf sheath scars not continuous around
upright stem

e Enhalus acoroides
y 'B A « large plant. leaves >30 cm long. >1 cm wide
/ -/ = inrolled edges of leaves

\3\ i “\‘ = long. black bristles protruding from thick
BN N rhizome

Seagrass distribution

Seagrass distribution is mainly determined by the
level of shelter from wave action (exposure) and the
availability of nutrients. It is estimated that just over
half of all seagrass meadows, on a per hectare basis,
are found in Malaita Province, while other provinces
each account for less than 12% of the country's total
extent.

/- Halodule uninervis
r( = leaf tip tri-dentate or pointed. not roungjed
i » |eaf blades 0.5-5mm wide
T '( \II « leaf with 3 distinct parallel veins, sheaths |
1 3 r fibrous
il § s rhizome usually white with small black
fibres at the nodes

v Halophila decipiens
“B " » |leaf margins finely serrated
& Y=*= e fine hairs on both sides of |eaf blade
¥ | | = leafapex rounded to slightly pointed
? « leaf 10-25mm long and 3-10mm wide
« 6-8 cross vein pairs

Halophila ovalis

s crossveins 8 or more pairs

» |eaf5-40mm long & 5-20mm wide
» leaf margins smooth

+ no leaf hairs

Halophila minor

+ less than 8 pairs of cross veins

» |leaf 5-15mm long and 3.5-6mm wide
« |eaf margins smooth

« no leaf hairs
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Seagrass habitat

The seagrass habitats of the Solomon Islands can
be broadly classified into four categories: estuaries
(incl. large shallow lagoons), coastal (incl. fringing
reef), deep-water and reef (e.g., barrier or isolated).
In calm localities with relatively wide Iagoons like
Tetel Island (Florida Islands).and. Komimbo (north-
west Guadalcanal), the sand-mud sediments are
generally dominated by Thalassia hemprichii
shoreward and Enhalus acoroides seaward and
often bordered by mangroves (Avicennia,
Rhizophora and Bruguiera), particularly near rivers
or streams.

| Syringodium isoetifolium
» leaves noodle/spaghetti like and taper to a
/ point

« |eaves contain air cavities
Mg e leaves 7-30cm long
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Thalassia hemprichii

leaf tip rounded, may be slightly serrated
leaf 4-12mm wide with 9-11 parallel veins
leaf with obvious red flecks, 1-2mm long

leaf often distinctly curved

rhizome thick with distinct scars, usually
triangular in shape

= one short root per rhizome node
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Thalassodendron ciliatum

» distinct upright stem

« clusters of curved leaves (>5 mm wide),
margins serrated

+« stem and rhizome woody
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