Seagrass-Watch: Global Seagrass Observing
Network is one of the largest long-term
seagrass observing programs globally, and is
highly recognised for it's scientific rigour.

Participants all share a passion in marine
conservation.

Participants involved in the Global Seagrass
Observing Network develop a deep sense of
custodianship and understanding of their
local marine environments that reaches
throughout the wider community.

PO BOX 4
Clifton Beach, QLD 4879
admin@seagrasswatch.org

www.seagrasswatch.org
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Seagrasses are the only marine flowering plant. Seagrass is one of the most productive natural The easiest places to find seagrasses on the island
There are approximately 60 seagrass species ecosystems globally. Seagrasses are as important are in Picnic and Cockle Bays.
(possibly 72) globally that belong to four major as forests in storing carbon (on an areal basis) and
groups. Seagrasses are not seaweeds. Seaweed is can store carbon 35 times faster than rainforests. At Picnic Bay, scattered over the sandy areas at
the common name for algae. low tide are Halodule uninervis and Halophila
Seagrass occupy less than 0.2% of the world’s ovalis (food for dugong), and with some small
Seagrass live in sheltered coastal waters, undergo oceans, but are responsible for more than 10% of dark patches of Zostera muelleri subsp.
pollination while submerged and complete their all carbon in ocean sediments annually. capricorni. Towards the reef crest is Thalassia
entire life cycle underwater. They grow much like hemprichii and in the shallow subtidal areas are
land grasses, with extensive below ground Seagrasses improve water quality by acting as patches of Syringodium isoetifolium with it's
rhizomes or runners. Plants form small patches nutrient sinks, buffering/filtering distinctive spaghetti-like leaves. In the deeper
that develop into large continuous meadows. nutrient/chemical inputs to the marine waters (>3m), are Halophila decipiens, a clover like
These meadows may consist of one or many environment. They also stablise marine sediment species which has “hairy” leaves. Off the reef is the
species, sometimes up to 12 species present within and help avert erosion. fern like Halophila spinulosa or the rare Halophila
one location. tricostata, which has oval shaped leaves arranged
Seagrasses provide food and shelter for many in clusters on a vertical stem.

organisms including Sea turtles and dugongs.
Cockle Bay, a fringing reef flat, with a meadow
dominated by Thalassia hemprichii, Cymodocea
serrulata and both narrow and wide leaf varieties
of Halodule uninervis. Inshore is a narrow band of
Halophila ovalis. A patch of Syringodium
isoetifolium has been observed toward the reef
edge.



