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Spot-check using Drop-Camera 
Prepared by Len McKenzie (Seagrass-Watch HQ)

Equipment and materials 
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Each sampling event 

Prepare the GoPro® 
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Attach GoPro® to drop-cam frame 
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Conducting the spot-check camera drops 
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Verifying seagrass and sampling sediment using Van Veen grab 

 

 

 

 
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 
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Take a seagrass voucher specimen if required 

 

At completion of mapping 
Step 1.  Wash & pack gear 

 

Step 2.  Press any voucher seagrass specimens if collected 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3.  Submit all data 

 
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 gravel (>2mm) very coarse sand (1 – 2 mm) 

  
 coarse sand (0.5 – 1 mm) medium sand (0.25 – 0.5 mm) 

  
 fine sand (0.125 – 0.25 mm) very fine sand (0.063 – 0.125mm) 

Sediment is assessed by visual/tactile estimation method using Primary Descriptors relating to 
the size of the sediment grains: gravel (>2000μm); coarse sand (>500 μm); sand (>250 μm); fine 
sand (>63 μm); and mud (<63 μm). Primary descriptors are written down from left to right in 
decreasing order of abundance: e.g. Mud/Sand is mud with sand, where mud is determined as 
the dominant constituent (by volume). 

mud has a smooth and sticky texture. 
fine sand fairly smooth texture with some roughness just detectable.  Not sticky in nature.  
sand rough grainy texture, particles clearly distinguishable. 
coarse sand coarse texture, particles loose.  
gravel very coarse texture, with some small stones.  

Sediment type Modifiers are also commonly used, including: coral, shell, shell grit, forams, 
diatoms, etc. 
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 gravel (>2mm) very coarse sand (1 – 2 mm) 

  
 coarse sand (0.5 – 1 mm) medium sand (0.25 – 0.5 mm) 

  
 fine sand (0.125 – 0.25 mm) very fine sand (0.063 – 0.125mm) 

Sediment is assessed by visual/tactile estimation method using Primary Descriptors relating to 
the size of the sediment grains: gravel (>2000μm); coarse sand (>500 μm); sand (>250 μm); fine 
sand (>63 μm); and mud (<63 μm). Primary descriptors are written down from left to right in 
decreasing order of abundance: e.g. Mud/Sand is mud with sand, where mud is determined as 
the dominant constituent (by volume). 

mud has a smooth and sticky texture. 
fine sand fairly smooth texture with some roughness just detectable.  Not sticky in nature.  
sand rough grainy texture, particles clearly distinguishable. 
coarse sand coarse texture, particles loose.  
gravel very coarse texture, with some small stones.  

Sediment type Modifiers are also commonly used, including: coral, shell, shell grit, forams, 
diatoms, etc. 
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Mapping Point: ...........................................  Date: ...................................  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


